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MACKINAC ISLAND CONFERENCE 



Mrs. Hulst related incidents of the 
Shawnee and Pottowatomie war of 1800-11, 
and of the uprising of Tecumseh, after 
which she read Charles Mills Gayley's 
"Goddess of the inland seas," one stanza 
of which is: 

"Now the eyes that are anointed 
See the blossom-tide of spring: 
Ours the blissful age appointed, 
Ours the clime the poets sing, 
Hark, O Maid of western Morning — 
Wave and woodland, brook and breeze, 
Hail thee, Queen, beyond adorning, 
Girdled with thy inland seas." 

The PRESIDENT: That we may know 
somewhat more of the land we have come 
to, Mr. H. R. Pattingill of Lansing, Michi- 
gan, will tell us something of the story 
of Michigan. 

Mr. PATTINGILL: I appreciate the 
courtesy which you have shown the Mich- 
igan association, and I appreciate fully 
the honor which is bestowed upon me to 
talk to you. 

[Mr. Pattingill spoke of the things in 
which Michigan excelled, and said that it 
had the first state university in this coun- 
try; that it was through a decision of 
Judge Cooley of Michigan in regard to 
taxation that high schools were made 
possible; that Michigan possessed the first 
Superintendent of Education and the first 
agricultural college in the United States.] 

After singing "Michigan, my Michigan,"' 
the session adjourned. 



SECOND GENERAL SESSION 
(Saturday, July 2, 9:30 a. m.) 

The meeting was called to order by the 
President, and greetings to the American 
library association were read by the Sec- 
retary from Mr. Herbert Baillie of Wel- 
lington, New Zealand. 

The PRESIDENT: The first Item on 
the program is an announcement by Mr. 
Elwood H. McClelland with reference to 
the Technical book exhibition. 

Mr. McCLELLAND : The exhibit of 
technical literature which has been ar- 
ranged in the hotel lobby will be open 
for inspection until the close of the con- 



ference. No lengthy announcement is 
necessary in regard to this exhibit; for- 
tunately, many of those interested have 
already found their way to it, probably 
more by reason of its accessibility than 
its merit. The exhibit was rather hur- 
riedly prepared, and it is in no sense ex- 
tensive. It attempts merely to show some 
of the representative forms in which 
technical literature of value is found. It 
includes technical books, trade literature 
in various forms, including a selection of 
trade catalogs from the Pratt institute 
free library, and a set of about 80 recent 
"house organs" from the trade literature 
collection of the Carnegie library of Pitts- 
burgh. There is a collection of the book 
lists on special scientific and technical 
subjects issued by various libraries 
throughout the country, with a comparison 
of the population and industries of the 
cities served by these libraries; also the 
catalog and bulletins, and a complete set 
of the technical bibliographies and in- 
dexes, published by the Carnegie library 
of Pittsburgh. The John Crerar library 
has furnished recent copies of technical 
journals selected for their reliability and 
adequacy as a source of book reviews. A 
number of technical indexes are exhibited, 
and samples of their use in card indexes 
are shown. 

It was the original intention to go 
thoroughly into the collection of indexes 
to current technical literature, but some 
of these are difficult to obtain; most of 
them are not published separately, but 
are hidden away in various journals, and 
in many cases appear irregularly, and they 
are so numerous that it seemed the pur- 
pose might be best achieved by the com- 
pilation of a list. This list, reprinted from 
the June bulletin of the Carnegie library 
of Pittsburgh, is here for free distribution. 
It attempts to give briefly the important 
features of about 85 of these serial bib- 
liographies and indexes to current scien- 
tific and technical literature. The list 
indicates also the journals which review 
technical books. 

The literature of the exhibit is entirely 
in English. On account of the great dis- 
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tance from most of the publishers, the 
showing of books is necessarily on a 
rather small scale. There are about 250 
carefully selected volumes; most of them 
are recent, and in many cases they are 
the only works of value on the subject. 
There are also some older works which 
are pretty generally recognized as stand- 
ard. A few persons seem, somehow, to 
have obtained the impression that it is a 
trade exhibit. It is not. Although tech- 
nical lists of various publishers are ex- 
hibited, and are available for gratuitous 
distribution, it is no part of our purpose 
to boom the publications of any one firm. 
Several well known publishers, however, 
have responded so liberally to our re- 
quests that whatever of interest the ex- 
hibit may possess will be in large measure 
due to their generous co-operation. 

The PRESIDENT: I am sure we are 
all indebted to Mr. McClelland and those 
who are associated with him on the com- 
mittee which has had this exhibition in 
charge. The idea was to bring together, 
as Mr. McClelland has said, a representa- 
tive exhibit of recent technical books in 
the English language. 

We now come to the secretary's report, 
wbich Mr. HADLEY will read: 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 

It is difficult to enumerate the accom- 
plishments of an educational work. The 
difficulty increases when, in addition, that 
work has certain inspirational and mis- 
sionary aspects such as the activities of 
the A. L. A. Executive office ought to 
have. It is as unsatisfactory to attempt 
to measure the results of this work 
through printed statements as it would 
be to describe adequately the place of a 
public library in a city by giving sta- 
tistics of that library's book circulation. 

Persistent attention, and adequate finan- 
cial support will be necessary to develop 
the work of the Executive office, and time 
must elapse before the importance of that 
work can be realized. In addition to car- 
ing for the business details connected with 



the Association's work, the Executive 
office should endeavor to bring more li- 
brarians into touch with the A. L. A., to 
further progress in library affairs, and to 
help bring the American library associa- 
tion into co-operation with other educa- 
tional forces in this country and abroad. 

While results of the Executive office 
work cannot be specified, the activities 
can be roughly classified as to character, 
and information can be given as to what 
has been done in handling the headquar- 
ters' affairs of the Association. 

Before doing so, attention should be 
called to the generous provisions which 
were made during the year by the trustees 
of the Chicago public library and by the 
Chicago library club, for the attractive 
quarters and furnishings which were 
placed at the disposal of the Association. 

In fulfillment of their offer made a year 
ago, the trustees of the Chicago public 
library provided the room, fifty by sixty 
feet in area, on the fifth floor of the li- 
brary building for the A. L. A. office. The 
room is splendidly lighted with natural 
light on three sides, and is supplied with 
nine chandeliers. It is a handsome room 
and has been made more attractive by the 
furnishings supplied by the Chicago li- 
brary club. The Club was enabled to do 
this by the gifts it received to be used 
for the A. L. A. office. They were as 
follows: 

Northwestern University $ 50.00 

University of Chicago 50.00 

A. C. McClurg and Company 100.00 

Field Museum 50.00 

The Newberry Library 150.00 

The John Crerar Library 150.00 

"Public libraries" 100.00 

Sundry contributions 16.00 

The office furnishings provided by the 
Chicago library club are splendidly adapted 
for headquarters use. The furnishings 
include: Three sections, double faced 5 
ft. book shelves; two sections, double 
faced 7 ft. book shelves; three sections, 
single faced 7 ft. book shelves; one flat 
top office desk, with attachments for type- 
writing machine; one roll top office desk; 



